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that tlie surrender of Smolensk had been too hasty, and demanded
a change of command.

At the demand of the army and the nobility, Alexander appointed
67-year-old Field Marshal Kutuzov commander-in-chief.

Mikhail Illarionovich Kutuzov, a man of great courage, was Su-
VOTOV'S favourite pupil and one of .Russia's most talented soldiers. He
came from old noble stock. At 29 a Turkish bullet deprived him of
an eye in a battle in the Crimea. He was twice seriously wounded, but
both times returned to the ranks. He enjoyed the love and esteem of
his men. Suvorov, who was a great admirer of Kutuzov's mind and
talents, said of him: "He's astute! Clever, clever! Nobody can trick
him I"

In all his battles Kutuzov displayed exceptionally able and resource-
ful leadership, personal bravery and remarkable stratagem. Like his
teacher Suvorov, Kutuzov hated martinetism and Draconian disci-
pline. He loved the Russian soldier of whose valour and heroism he had
a very high opinion.

Kutuzov was well-educated and knew many foreign languages.
He kept abreast of Russian and*foreign literature, particularly of a
military nature. In 1795 he was appointed director of the Higher Army
School, where he lectured on the history of warfare and on tactics.
Kutuzov cordially detested the spirit of servility, flattery and
venality that reigned at the tsarist court. Nor was he himself liked
at the court. Tsar .Alexander also disliked Kutuzov, particularly
after the Battle of Austerlitz, which he lost after disregarding Kutu-
zov's warning.

"When he appointed Kutuzov commander-in-ehief in 1812 the tsar
told his retinue: "The public desired his appointment, so I have ap-
pointed him. But personally I wash my hands of him."

On learning of Kutuzov's appointment as comniander-in-chief
Napoleon said, "The sly fox of the North!" When this was reported
to Kutuzov, he replied, "I shall try to prove to the great soldier that
he is right/*

The People's War. The farther Napoleon's army advanced
into the interior the worse its position became. The Grande Armde
grew manifestly weaker as it spread over the vast territory of Russia
leaving garrisons behind it in the towns; communications became
precarious; the supply trains lagged behind, and there were break-
downs in the supply of food and fodder. Everywhere they met a hostile
population. The Lithuanian and Byelorussian peasants were the first
to take up arms against the invaders. Napoleon occupied all of Lithua-
nia and Byelorussia and set up a government of the Grand Duchy of
Lithuania composed of landlords. In a speech to the nobles in Mogilev
Marshal Davout assured them that the "peasants will remain, as here-
tofore a in subjection to their landlords." Now the peasants had to bear